A Journey Back in Time
The rest of this unit follows the movement of settlers along the Overland Trail from Missouri to California in the 1800s. Their journey of almost 2000 miles usually lasted several months. You will follow them and learn how they had to deal with matters of life and death on their journey, such as illness, weather, and lack of food and water.
To begin, you will create your own pioneer family and make decisions about provisions for the trip. By taking on the role of a pioneer family during the unit, you will make many of the same decisions they had to make-about supplies, routes, and transportation.
As your families travel across the continent, you will encounter some important mathematical ideas, such as graphs, lines of best fit, equations and other uses of variables, and rate problems. Just as settlers may have done, you will use mathematics on your migration. You'll also learn interesting history as you encounter some of the real-life pioneers who traveled the overland trails.
From Women's Diaries of the Westward Journey
Between 1840 and 1870, a quarter of a million Americans crossed the continental United States, some twenty-four hundred miles of it, in one of the great migrations of modern times. They went West to claim free land * in the Oregon and California Territories, and they went West to strike it rich by mining gold and silver.
Men and women knew they were engaged in nothing less than extending American possession of the continent from ocean to ocean . . . . The westward movement was a major transplanting of young families. All the kinfolk who could be gathered assembled to make that hazardous passage together . . . .
The emigrants came from Missouri, Illinois, Iowa, and Indiana, and some all the way from New York and New Hampshire. Most of them had moved to "free land" at least once before, and their parents and grandparents before them had similarly made several removals during their lifetime. These were a class of peasant proprietors. They had owned land before and would own land again. They were young and consumed with boundless confidence, believing the better life tomorrow could be won by the hard work of today . . . . * While the land was offered "free" to these migrants, it was not land that was free for the taking. It was the home of the indigenous peoples who had been living there for thousands of years.
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Crossing the Frontier
The journey started in the towns along the Missouri River between St. Joseph and Council Bluffs. These settlements came to be known as the jumping-off places. In the winter months emigrants gathered to join wagon parties and to wait for the arrival of kin. It was an audacious journey through territory that was virtually unknown. Guidebooks promised that the adventure would take no more than three to four months' time-a mere summer's vacation. But the guidebooks were wrong. Often there was no one in a wagon train who really knew what the roads would bring, or if there were any roads at all. Starting when the mud of the roads began to harden in mid-April, the emigrants would discover that the overland passage took every ounce of ingenuity and tenacity they possessed. For many, it would mean six to eight months of grueling travel, in a wagon with no springs, under a canvas that heated up to 110° by midday, through drenching rains and summer storms. It would mean swimming cattle across rivers and living for months at a time in tents. Throughout history, people have moved from place to place. In this activity, consider a present-day movement of people and compare it with the movement of people along the Overland Trail.
You can consider many different levels of this topic. For instance, you can look at your own family and a move you or your ancestors made, or you can look at the movement of people from one country to another.
Write about the two movements-the Overland Trail and a more recent move. How are they similar? How are they different? You might comment on why the people are moving in each case and how they get from one place to another.
Activity
Just Like Today
